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SUPPORT with Modified Language  

HB1151 – An Act Relative to Service Trained Dogs  
Rep. James Arciero (D) 

Referred to Joint Committee on Judiciary 
 
WHAT THIS BILL DOES: 
Amends established legislation in order to authorize the presence of service trained dogs for certain victims and 
witnesses involved in court proceedings who are minor children or adults with disabilities. 
 
WHY YOU SHOULD SUPPORT WITH MODIFIED LANGUAGE: 
This law is intended to protect those adults or children who are disabled and who are called to testify, either as victim 
or witness, in a court of law, by allowing the individual’s trained service dog to be present with the individual in the 
court room, unless the court finds that the defendant’s right to a fair trial will be abridged.  This position paper 
addresses the language in the last two sentences of the legislation.  
 
The public access certificate from Assistance Dog International, which is referenced, requires the dog achieve a score 
of 80% or better in ADI’s public access testing program, but it is the individual, not the canine, which must hold the 
certificate.  Further, in requiring a minimum of two years of extensive and specialized training, the legislation would 
expand on current standards of training by the above organization by a significant margin.  Current standards require 
that a service animal be trained for 180-360 hours over a six month period, and requiring two years of training would 
eliminate most valid service dogs from performing their function by barring them from court proceedings. Finally, 
requiring that the animal be handled by an individual working professionally in the area of victim services is 
counterproductive to the intent of the bill, as the intent of the service animal to help to insure that the victim or witness 
be able to give testimony without sustaining undue mental or physical discomfort, beyond what would be expected. 
Having the dog handled by “an individual working in the area of victim’s services” would disallow the service 
dog/served owner team from being that team to which we refer.  Citing “Service Dog Tasks for Psychiatric 
Disabilities” (Tasks to mitigate certain disabling illnesses classified as mental impairments under The Americans with 
Disabilities Act), we would note that assisting with “Fear Management in Public” is part and parcel of a service dog’s 
job.  For example, a “victim” or “witness” of and to a heinous crime may experience Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  
Utilizing his/her service dog in a court situation would be a totally appropriate use of a “service dog”.   
 
We, therefore, suggest the following language modified language replace the italicized section below in the legislation:  
“For purposes of this section, a trained service dog shall mean a dog who has been certified by the Assistance Dog 
International’s program and who has passed their Public Access Examination.  The owner/handler will also hold a 
Public Access Certificate and provide proof both of said certificate and substantial documentation of the need for the 
animal to be present.  Such documentation should be provided by the appropriate source.  
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Massachusetts Federation of Dog Clubs and Responsible Dog Owners 
Darci Brown, dbhappyhr@hotmail.com, 413-498-5006 
Rebecca Leonard, Rebeccacleonard@verizon.net, 508-653-6139 
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HEARING 6/4/13 
 

11am State House 
Rm 437 & 1pm State 

House Rm A2 



 
 

2 of 2 

 
 

HOUSE DOCKET, NO. 3361         FILED ON: 1/16/16 
HOUSE NO. 1151 

  
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

_________________ 
PRESENTED BY: 
Rep. James Arciero 
_______________ 

 
SECTION 1 Section 3 of chapter 258B of the general laws is hereby further amended by inserting, at the end 
thereof, the following new subsections:- 
 
(w) for victims and witnesses who are minor children or adults with disabilities as defined in subsection (k) 
of section 13 of chapter 265, as so appearing, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, to have a trained 
service dog with the victim or witness, in addition to the victim witness advocate, in the courtroom during 
the childs or adults court proceedings, including testimony, unless, in written findings made and entered, the 
court finds that the defendants constitutional right to a fair trial will be prejudiced; For purposes of this 
section, a trained service dog shall mean a dog and their handler who hold a public access certificate from 
Assistance Dog International. Said dog will have a minimum of two years of extensive and specialized 
training and be handled by an individual working professionally in the area of victim services. 


